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BRO TAF LMC - ADVICE NOTE

NEONATAL EXAMINATIONS ON CHILDREN BORN AT HOME

We have been contacted by several GPs in Bro Taf about an increasing number of requests to perform neo natal examinations on children born at home.  This issue has been active since 1998 and the LMC’s position on this has not changed.  The position is that newborn neonatal exams are not part of general practice nor part of our core contract activity.  Newborn neonatal examinations are not part of child health surveillance.  Apart from the contractual arrangements, many GPs have not had the opportunity to develop skills necessary to perform newborn neonate exams or have not kept those skills updated since entering general practice.  It would therefore be inappropriate for them to perform newborn neonatal examinations, which require a high level of skill and experience.

The LMC would therefore advise that if requested to perform one of these examinations by a midwife, you decline to do so if you feel you do not have the appropriate skills and suggest that the midwife refers the child to an appropriate paediatrician in the secondary care sector.  The three Bro Taf Trusts are aware of the LMC’s position.

If you have any questions concerning this advice note or this particular issue, please do not hesitate to contact the LMC office.

